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C.S. Lewis’s  The Chronicles of Narnia hold a special 
place in the hearts of generations of readers. The 
stories, which have been translated into over 30 
languages and re-imagined countless times for 
both screen and stage, explore universal themes that 
transcend cultural boundaries, uniting individuals 
from all backgrounds. While widely regarded as 
Christian parables for young readers, Lewis’s stories 
also borrow from Greek and Roman mythology as 
well as traditional British and Irish fairy tales. The 
triumph of good over evil, awakening to new life and 
the giving of great gifts are allegories that resonate 
with all audiences, especially during the holidays. 
	 Evacuated from London to escape the German 
air raids of World War II, siblings Peter, Susan, 
Edmund, and Lucy Pevensie find life in the 
country most curious, from their eccentric host to 
a mysterious wardrobe in the attic. During a game 
of hide-and-seek, Lucy discovers that the wardrobe 
actually leads to a magical place of perpetual winter 
called Narnia, where animals can talk, and all are 
ruled over by the wise and benevolent lion Aslan.
	 Disbelieving at first, soon all four children 
go through the wardrobe to discover the wondrous 
world trapped in the icy grasp of an evil White Witch. 
Upon learning of an ancient prophecy, the children 
discover they are the “chosen ones”, and that they 
alone must defeat the Witch to fulfill their destinies 
and become the new kings and queens of Narnia. 
The children join forces with followers of the mighty 
Aslan in an attempt to restore peace to Narnia. But 

NW Neighborhood
Cultural Center
1819 NW Everett Street
Suite 216
Portland, OR 97209-2189

phone: 503-222-4480
fax: 503-222-4130
www.nwcts.org

Our mission—to educate, 
entertain and enrich the lives  
of young audiences

Managing Director
Judy Kafoury

Artistic Director
Sarah Jane Hardy

Education Director
Carolyn Newsom

Volunteer Director
Diane Carlson

PRESS RELEASE

Narnia
from the stories of C.S. Lewis, book by Jules Tasca, music by Thomas Tierney, lyrics by Ted Drachman

directed by Sarah Jane Hardy, music directed by Ezra Weiss

FOR IMMEDIATE 
RELEASE

Release Date
November 12, 2009

Kill Date
January 4, 2010

Media Contact
To set up interviews 

or discuss other 
possibilities for feature 
stories, please contact:

Marri-Beth Serritella 
Sucha Production, Inc.  

503-528-1370  
mb@suchaproduction.com

when Edmund is lured by dark forces, he embarks 
on a treacherous path, putting the future of Narnia 
and all its inhabitants in even greater peril...

Deep inside the wardrobe sleeps  
a land of never-ending winter  

ruled by a cruel witch.  
Led by the noble lion Aslan,  

four brave siblings are drawn into  
an epic battle between good and evil  

in this inspiring holiday adventure  
for the whole family! 

	 A s e ver, N WC T ’s s t a g e i s f i l led w it h 
extraordinary musical theater talent, featuring 
NWCT alums Athena Patterson (The Duchess in 
Alice in Wonderland) as the White Witch and Drammy 
Award-winning Lucas Welch (Horton in Seussical) 
as Aslan. Joined by Peter (Patrick Moy nihan), 
Alyssa Haning (Susan), Blake Peebles (Edmund), 
and Hayley Rousselle (Lucy), the cast also features 
Erik James and Genevieve Anderson as Mr. and Mrs. 
Beaver, Grover Hollway as Mr. Tumnus, and Kevin 
Martin as Father Christmas. The cast is supported 
by a chorus of 25 dancers and singers, portraying the 
inhabitants of Narnia.
	 Led by NWCT Artistic Director Sarah Jane 
Hardy, and music directed by Ezra Weiss, this 
musical stage production plays in a world imagined 
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Continued from page one
by acclaimed set designer Jeff Seats, moving 
audiences from an English manor to the icebound 
realm of Narnia. Costumes for characters from 
schoolchildren to beavers and zebras (and all in 
between) are by award-winning resident costumer 
Mary Rochon, with “northern lights” by Jeff Forbes 
and a wintery soundscape by Rodolfo Ortega. Props 
are by Mina Kinukawa, with scenic painting by 
NWCT Artist in Residence John Ellingson, who also 
assistant directs.

	 This year, give the gift of theater! NWCT gift 
certificates are available in any denomination, and 
can be used for NWCT tickets, classes, membership, 
or gift shop purchases. Call the NWCT box office at 
503-222-4480 to purchase a gift certificate for your 
favorite young theater fan today!		
Narnia is sponsored by The Collins Foundation, 
Regional Arts & Culture Council/Work for Art, and 
Oregon Arts Commission. 3,000+ school children will 
go through the wardrobe with Peter, Susan, Edmund 
and Lucy through 10 student matinees.
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# 1B, 2, 40*
Peter (Patrick Moynihan), Lucy (Hayley Rousselle), 
Susan (Alyssa Haning) and Edmund (Blake Peebles) 

in NWCT’s Narnia.

# 5, 16*
Susan (Alyssa Haning), Peter (Patrick Moynihan), 
Lucy (Hayley Rousselle), and Edmund (Blake 

Peebles) in NWCT’s Narnia.

#71B
Lucy (Hayley Rousselle), Peter (Patrick 
Moynihan), Susan (Alyssa Haning) and 

Edmund (Blake Peebles) in NWCT’s Narnia.

# 127
Peter (Patrick Moynihan), Edmund (Blake Peebles), 
Lucy (Hayley Rousselle), and Susan (Alyssa Haning) 

in NWCT’s Narnia.

#23, 31, 91

Lucy (Hayley Rousselle) in NWCT’s Narnia.
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